You’re coming to New Mexico.

What’s there to do here?

Here’s some of my favorite things to do in and around Albuquerque and elsewhere in the state.

Go on a Balloon Ride. There are a few companies in Albuquerque that offer balloon rides.

Cost is $250 & up per adult and depart only at dawn and dusk. Here’s a few to check out:

Rainbow Ryders (800) 725-2477
Rainbowryders.com
Air Carriage (505) 604-9549
Albuquerquehotair.com
Albuquerque Balloon Worx (866) 606RIDE
Abqballoonworx.com

Fan of Breaking Bad and Better Call Saul? Breakingbadrvtours.com (505) 205-7292
Check out the Breaking Bad RV Tour

This is a 3 hour film location tour. You get to ride in the Breaking Bad RV (Replica) just like the one
on the show. You’ll visit such locations as Jesse's house, Chucky's, Dog house, Tucco's, Combo's
corner, Rail yard, RV Junkyard, Los Pollos Hermanos, Owl Cafe, Jane's, Walt's house, the Car Wash,
Superlab and more including new Better Call Saul locations.
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Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument Click here for more information

The Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument is an
incredible outdoor experience showcasing the geologic
processes that shape natural landscapes. The hikes are short but
do have a 600ft – 1,000ft incline, making them a medium level hike. The National Monument, on the
Pajarito Plateau in north-central New Mexico, includes a national recreation trail and ranges from 5,570
feet to 6,760 feet above sea level. It is for foot travel only, and contains two legs for hiking,
birdwatching, geologic observation, and plant identification.
50 minutes from downtown
Albuquerque.

Taos, New Mexico Click here for information on Taos, New Mexico

Taos is a town in northern New Mexico known for historic
adobe buildings such as Taos Pueblo, a multistory adobe
complex inhabited by Native Americans for centuries. A
longtime artist colony, Taos also offers many galleries and
museums showcasing regional artwork. A beautiful drive
when you take “the high road to Taos”, a delightful back
road adventure with plenty of stops along the way.
Click here for more on the high road
It will take you just over 2 ½ hours to drive to Taos from downtown ABQ.
2

The Petroglyphs National Monument https://www.nps.gov/petr/index.htm

Located close to the Hotel Albuquerque,
Petroglyphs National Monument has a large number of volcanic rock formations with designs and
symbols carved onto them by Native Americans and Spanish settlers 400 to 700 years ago. These
images are a valuable record of cultural expression and hold profound spiritual significance for
contemporary Native Americans and for the descendants of the early Spanish settlers. Just 5
miles/10 minutes from the Hotel Albuquerque.

White Sands National Park nps.gov/whsa
The glistening white sands of New
Mexico is a sight to see. Great
wave-like dunes of gypsum sand
have engulfed 275 square miles of
desert, creating the world's largest
gypsum dunefield.
Cool to the touch, even in the
blistering summer heat. You’re
safe to walk on the dunes and they
even have saucer sleds you can rent
to slide down the dunes.

About 3 ½ hours from
Albuquerque.
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Santa Fe, New Mexico
What’s a trip to New Mexico without visiting
the state capital of Santa Fe. You’ll find the
Santa Fe Plaza similar to the Old Town
Albuquerque Plaza, with Native Americans
selling their crafts around a plaza with shops
and restaurants. Home of the oldest church in
America among other fabulous art galleries,
museums and beautiful landscapes. Santa Fe is
about a 90 minute drive from the Hotel
Albuquerque.
You can also take the Rail Runner
Train to Santa Fe, which takes a bit
longer, but a nice, scenic ride.
https://www.santafe.org/

Carlsbad Caverns National Park

https://www.nps.gov/cave/index.htm

Carlsbad Caverns National Park boasts
the largest single cave chamber by
volume in North America. The “Big
Room” is a 1.25 mile (2 km) trail that’s
relatively flat, and will take about 1.5
hours (on average) to walk. Actor and
comedian Will Rogers called the
cavern, "The Grand Canyon with a
roof over it." You will be rewarded
with
spectacular
views,
cave
formations of all shapes and sizes, and
a rope ladder used by explorers in
1924. Carlsbad is in the southern most part of the state, about 4 ½ hours from Albuquerque. (You’ll
pass right through Roswell, New Mexico on your way).
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico “Hot Springs” https://jemezsprings.org/
Jemez Hot Springs, is located 45 minutes
northwest of Albuquerque in the Jemez
Mountains. Waters come from deep
beneath the Valles Caldera (ancient
volcano) up the mountain. The four pools
contain an ancient sea water abundant
with a relaxing and therapeutic blend of
minerals including calcium, magnesium,
potassium, iron, silica, sodium and more.
The drive to Jemex features magnificent
red and white rock formations.
After visiting Jemez Springs, I recommend journeying up the road to Battleship Rock and the
Valles Caldera National Elk Preserve. Keep driving and you’ll run into Bandelier National
Monument and eventually, Los Alamos (see below).
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/santafe/recarea/?recid=75756
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/band/index.htm

Los Alamos, New Mexico

https://visitlosalamos.org/

The Los Alamos website will
call out the ancient village sites,
spectacular scenery and all the
high-altitude recreational fun
there is which is all true, but I
like to visit to learn about the
Los Alamos Lab building of the
first atomic bomb during the
Manhattan Project. The town
as it sits today was, after all,
built for those working in the
lab. Pristine streets lead to the
Bradbury Science Museum,
which tells the story of the Manhattan project. Los Alamos sits at 7,320 ft above sea level, but if
you take the 25 minute drive from Valles Caldera National Preserve on NM 4, you’ll cross the
mountain to get to Los Alamos at close to 10,000ft. To enter Los Alamos this way, you’ll pass by
the Lab and a check point and will be asked for identification.
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Madrid, New Mexico (pronounced Mad-rid) http://www.visitmadridnm.com/

The unique village of Madrid is a small town (population 200) of artists and craftsmen. Small
shops with jewelry, vintage clothing, hand-made crafts and art galleries line the one road that leads
in and out of town. Once a mining town, the mine shaft tavern still serves up roadhouse food and
drink. There’s a few quaint little restaurants and usually live music playing somewhere during the
day. Madrid became more popular after the moving Wild Hogs made its home there. This town
sits on NM 14, The Turquoise Trail and is about 50 minutes from Albuquerque. Take I40 East to
NM 14 North and you’ll run right into Madrid. Googlemaps may take you I25North, but trust me,
the other route will take you the scenic route and it’s the only way to go! If you travel a few miles
up from Madrid, you’ll run into the town of Cerrillos and a bit farther and you’re in Santa Fe.

Abiquiu, New Mexico, home of Ghost Ranch & Georgia O’Keeffe
https://www.ghostranch.org/about/the-ranch/abiquiu/
Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico was the
summer – and eventually forever - home of
Georgia O’Keeffe, where she spent many years
painting her most famous works of art. The drive
to Abiquiu (pronounced a-buh-kyoo) is
marvelous with red rock formations that knock
your socks off! There’s hikes to go on and so as

not to disturb the Georgia O’Keeffe areas, a bus
will take you on a tour of the areas where she
spent her time in the 1920s and 1930s. For those
who want to get away overnight, there are cabins
you can rent there. Movies Cowboys & Aliens
and City Slickers filmed there. 1 hour 45
minutes from downtown Albuquerque.
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Indoor Suggested Sites to See
in Albuquerque
Turquoise Museum https://turquoisemuseum.com/
Family owned business with guided and self-guided tours. Only a 2 mile, 5 minute drive from the
hotel.

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center https://indianpueblo.org/
Explore the history and modern-day activities of the 19 pueblos of New Mexico. About a mile
from the hotel.

National Museum of Nuclear Science & History https://www.nuclearmuseum.org/
The nation’s only congressionally chartered museum in its field and an intriguing place to learn
the story of the Atomic Age, from early research of nuclear development through today’s peaceful
uses of nuclear technology. 15 minute drive from the hotel.

Unser Racing Museum https://unserracingmuseum.com/
The Unser Racing Museum is a multi-dimensional museum experience utilizing modern
technologies to educate and immerse the visitor in the exciting world of racing. Take a guided tour
and learn about the Unser family history.

Rattlesnake Museum https://www.rattlesnakes.com/
Everything you always wanted to know about rattlesnakes, but were afraid to ask.
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Restaurant Suggestions in Albuquerque
High Noon Restaurant & Saloon – Old Town
(505) 765-1455
425 San Felipe St NW, Albuquerque
Local favorite. Best Queso you’ve ever had. Traditional New Mexico cuisine and seasonal wild
game.
Season’s Rotisserie & Grill – Old Town
2031 Mountain Rd NW, Albuquerque
Upscale American cuisine.

(505) 766-5100

Sawmill Market – Old Town
(505) 563-4473
1909 Bellamah Ave NW
Warehouse with an eclectic array of bars & eateries. Indoor and outdoor dining. Casual.
Church Street Café – Old Town
(505) 247-8522
2111 Church Street, NW
Classic New Mexican cuisine with American sandwiches. Cute adobe house in Old Town.
The Range Café, ½ mile from the hotel
(505) 548-2640
1050 Rio Grande Blvd
An Albuquerque favorite. New Mexican cuisine, with American food also. Try the Fried Green
Chilis.
Farm & Table
8917 4th St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87114
Local cuisine made with local ingredients.

(505) 503-7124

Los Poblanos Inn & Organic Farm
(505) 344-9297
4803 Rio Grande Blvd, NW, Los Ranchos de Albuquerque
Set amid 25 acres of lavender fields, gardens and organic farmland, this incredible restaurant is
only 4 miles from the hotel. Try the lavender infused margarita.
El Pinto
(505) 898-1771
10500 4th Street
Local favorite sits on twelve acres and it includes a 5,000 square foot manufacturing facility to
produce their own salsa and sauces for retail. Largest New Mexican restaurant in the state.
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